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ABOUT KASHMIRI LANGUAGE AND DEVANAGARI-KASHMIRI SCRIPT

Introduction:

In olden times, Kashmiri was written in Sharada, one of the oldest scripts which was
developed around 10th century. Some scholars are of the view that Sharada used to
be our script for writing Sanskrit, which we subsequently used to write Kashmiri. Indo-
Roman type was used for writing Kashmiri for quite some time, but it could not
become popular. The Persio-Arabic script has been recognised as the official script for
Kashmiri by the government. Devanagari-Kashmiri did not receive any official
patronage but it continued to be used by Kashmiri Pandits as a medium of writing.
However there was one lacuna. Writers used different set of diacritical marks to
represent peculiar Kashmiri sounds and this resulted in chaos and confusion among
the readers.

In 1995, a committee of scholars agreed on adopting a particular set of diacritical
marks for the peculiar Kashmiri sounds. This set of diacritical marks continued to be
used in Devanagari-Kashmiri till the year 2002, when another committee of experts led
by Dr. Roop Krishen Bhat, under the auspices of Northern Regional Language Centre
of the Central Institute of Indian Languages (Ministry of Human Resources
Development), decided to further modify some of the diacritical marks. The said
Committee agreed upon a set of modified vowels and diacritical marks, leading to
finalisation of the Standardised Devanagari-Kashmiri script towards end of the year
2002. This Script is now being used by all for uniformity in writing Kashmiri in
Devanagari.

The Standardised Devanagari-Kashmiri Alphabet has the following set of Vowels and
Consonants:

Vowels (?EI'\")
A, 3,30, 9,3, 30,8,%,3, 9, %, T, Y, 3l 3N, o, of

GT, 35, ?\:JT, Sﬁ, Q, and 37 have been introduced in Kashmiri Vowels to represent the
peculiar Kashmiri sounds which are strange to Nagari. There is no place for Visarga
(GT:) in Kashmiri. d and d are considered vowels when they represent second

members of a conjunct (as in s¢f and &AX)
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Consonants (W)
$h, 9, T g, U, o
g, B, o c, 3, S
d, 9, g, 9 9, %, 9, H
g, ¥, o, 9 q, 9, 8 El

There are three affricative consonants in Kashmiri which are strange to the Nagari
alphabet. They are, as you see above, d, ©Yand ¥

Kashmiri has no aspirated sonants like ¥, &, G, & and H. So H[C can be written as
S and HY as 99 in Kashmiri. Similarly ¥, & and =1 are also not part of the Kashmiri

alphabet. They are often but not always retained in Kashmiri to write words directly
borrowed from Sanskrit and Hindi. & and UT are generally replaced by Anusvara ( *) in

Kashmiri, but can also be used to represent words borrowed from Sanskrit and Hindi.
For example, STHIUTS can also be written as sTHIS

Vowels (R)

o, 3, o, 3, 3,1, 3,4,8, 9, %, T, Y, Q, 3, o, o, 3f and

g & T (when they represent second members of a Conjunct).

We all know how to read and pronounce the Vowels which already exist in Hindi
alphabet viz:

N, eg, g, 8, S, 3k, G, U, o, o, of, -7, -9

Some illustrations using these vowels (and their matras) in Kashmiri are given here:

3 : A, Iy, IRqIE, IS
ST @ 3R, AR, 3R, IR
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: XIS, 9M, M, 9igR

: SUICH, SV

: 4R, 9, 9R

: JORY, B

- g9, P31, &R

B, Sl

! R, g, o

: RIS

PO, I

YN |

: WY, golel, 1o

: U9

: 39, 3iic, 3ligd

: M, AR, AR

: g, SfieiR

|

3,

D G (T9), Y (THY)
-9 : 9 (39), 9, 99 (T9)

Gl - M —H g —

s/ /A a *I? gl(,

LG G e A

I
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Now, we will learn reading and pronouncing the Vowels which have specially been
introduced in the Standardised Devanagari-Kashmiri alphabet to represent some
peculiar sounds of the Kashmiri language viz:

: 3[S (half), A% (arm)
= | (a piece of cloth)
&R (hard), 3felieT (ill)
Tt (swallow), T&R (yellow rice)
URIE]l (poverty), P (whom)

¢

5]

: dgel (bridge), TH (run)
9 (me), H¥T (skin)
odcf (come), diX dIX (slowly)
Iqg (first), X (slip)
YT (a type of shawl)

«%

: ej%q YA (eighth), TH (tent)
dX (cold), QY HIell (deep mala)
TS (veil),

EV'E[ (one who speaks through nose)
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3T : 31 (mouth), 3MR (plum)
aR (window), G (maina)
qIR (cucumber), a1 (similarity)

R : UM (favour), I8 (flame)
S (body), afer (then)
g (wetness), g8 (sparks)

3 : 3N (clouds), 3N (blind)

3 (frail), PIY (bribe)
I (flock)

VOQ
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—i(

«

Let us now combine Anusvara

S (branch), 3 (swan)

3SR (fig), TN (coloured)
T U=y (around), ToTo (to count)

: 3l (stone of the fruit)

GIIE] ET\_TT (boatman)
I (to shiver), TS (kite)
Eﬁ'\ﬂa (made of bamboo)

. Cﬁ's’-?'l?q (to groan)

Tj@j (scoundrel), EI'_OJ'S' (twentyfive)

: ?ﬂ_gl_s'-ﬂ'_g_s' (make excuses)

B d>C (younger female child)

-
=

. P8 (somethimg)

. SRS (finger), ST (fire)

?ﬂg?*[ (a flower)
VOV

with

T

-~

-
-~

T and T
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Before proceeding further, we will have a look at the symbols and diacritical marks in
Indo-Roman script, devised by ‘Project Zaan’, to represent Vowels and diacritical
marks of the Devanagari-Kashmiri alphabet:

Kashmiri in Indo-Roman Script — Vowels:

3 is represented by a
3 is represented by a
A is represented by a
3; is represented by a
3T is represented by a
3T is represented by a
E] is represented by i
'é' is represented by i
S is represented by G
) is represented by U
£ is represented by r
Y is represented by e
Q is represented by e
Q is represented by e
3ﬁ' is represented by 0
3 is represented by o]
Gﬁ' is represented by au
3f is represented by n
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Kashmiri in Indo-Roman Script — Consonants:

In the previous Lesson, we learned the symbols and diacritical marks in Indo-Roman
script, to represent Vowels and diacritical marks of the Devanagari-Kashmiri alphabet.
In this Lesson, we will learn about those Consonants, which have varied applications
in the Indo-Roman script:

S Mg A QAW d g

is represented by
is represented by
is represented by
is represented by
is represented by
is represented by
is represented by
is represented by
is represented by
is represented by
is represented by
is represented by
is represented by
is represented by

is represented by

VOV

www.mkraina.com
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Exercise 1
Using Vowels in Indo-Roman Script

>

au

D>

(o]

sar
mas
anz
land
dar

lar

yar

nar

bd

ris
aushad
daulath
réth
dén
deg
ner

réh
sréh
Sir
chiran
sir

vir

val

k&l
mokh

son

(lake)

(hair)
swan)
lame)
window)
cucumber)
friend)
fire)

[, me)

slip)
medicine)

month)

days)

go)
flame)

secret)

(&)
()
(}8)
(¥E)
(Rr)

fat of the entrails) (ﬁ*ﬂq)

(
(
(
(
(
(
(I,
(
(
(
(
(
(cauldron)
(
(
(
(
(
(brick)
(wi
(
(
(
(

(¥R)
(dR)
(g7
(@)
(7o)
()

www.mkraina.com
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o) mor (peacock) (‘:n—\’)
sonth  (spring) (o)
6  dor (hard) (AR)
kénd (thorn) (Eﬁi@,’)
U kul (tree) (F<1)
busar  (very hot water) (gﬂ—\’)
u mul (root) (H\T"T)
sur (ashes) (ﬁg)
0 tor (cold) (W)
diiph  (lamp) (5%)

VOV

www.mkraina.com
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&Ik
IS
e
SIINIC)
3
G|
G|
AN
P
g
i
R
UEIC|
SHIA
LI
B
GEN
|
ax
LS
IR
A
9%
TR
R
NE

achh
ad

adij
&jib
anz
kats
kamiz
k&tij
kamis
kamin(
gatshin
gar
garibi
zamin
tamiz
tarik(
tahar
daz
dar
patsh
parin
bansari
machh
madrér
lar

sadar

Exercise 2
Reading Words with & (3F)

www.mkraina.com
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SIS
AP
P
PR
G|
Pifcrel
LCIG|
MR
Siffeet
NIl
cIg
SR
ardre
G|
aR
g
IR
a9
LI
qid!
79T
SIES
qref
ar
glhed

ab
aphin
kan'
karigar
kaphi
katil
khali
gar
jahil
jah
tath
dal
taviz
dan
dar
pran’
bariya
bans
maj
maphi
mansh
lar

vaj
varyuv

hankal

Exercise 3
Reading Words with & (Gﬁ)

(fault)
(opium)

(one-eyed)

(skilled person)

(plenty)
(murderer)

(empty)

(water chestnut)

(ignorant)
(fake)
(dear)
(present)

(amulet)

(pomegranate)

(window)
(old)
(wife)
(bamboo)
(mother)
(pardon)
(buffalo)
(cucumber)
(ring)
(in-laws’ place)
(

chain, latch)

www.mkraina.com
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Exercise 4
Reading Words with (31)

(%c('ﬁl (2|

‘§1<£H (§1‘§H gﬁ (gg qﬂ <§j

(

ba

tst
kadul
kalG
kKhir
tikh
dusi
pandin’
masli
voll
var(
tasiinz
kaslnz
tuhdnz
yall
paddr' sih
dakd vol
vazl
nalk( vol
kokar
sUts
drik
vatd

atl
vand(

nat(

I, me
you
bridge
head
slip

run

a type of shawl

own
problem
come
slowly
his, her
whose
your
loose
lion

post man
cook
plumber
hen
tailor
leech
stigma
shoulder
winter

otherwise

www.mkraina.com
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Ciil kit
E:ITRI kiins'
?j\’ tar

X% riph
%‘H khimda
?;IFZ{ st
Ii"'IB’ glingath
é"cFEr tink'
dd BR tiint' kor
{‘%i@’ khiinkh
Eﬁ?‘? plntsim
%%F[ athim
Eﬁ%@if purith
E:R:[ dis

Exercise 5
Reading Words with { (3j)

how many?
young ones
cold

form

tent

along with
veil

money
catgut

one who speaks through nose
fifth

eighth
bedecked
cudgel

VOV
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19445349439773%7

chhé
kénh

téli

réh

béh

yéli

geni
shéshtir
tréyum
shétyul
ashén
maharén’
néchuv
sékyul
shéglnun

péchan'

Exercise 6
Reading Words with é (ﬁ)

is
something
then

flame

sit down
when
wrinkles
iron

third
century
wife

bride

son

sandy

to become scorned

paternal aunt

VOV
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Exercise 7
Reading Words with 6 (3f|')

< nyom lemon
3R dor hard
PR Kor did

Rilt| sém level
JHIR bomvar tuesday
qh tsok sour
4 son deep
0|[5) tyoth bitter
R lyodur yellow
9N thds' lumps
?I%Q’\’ héhvur inlaws
GG dob washerman
Rh phyok shoulder
gl hot throat
g 0sh tear
IR hyor up

qE poh Posha
ﬁl’g"\’ maodur sweet
FI‘I'ﬂF[ tomul rice

ikl ros without
Eﬁ?ﬂﬁ kormaut have done
'_'TIW némdrdn  to bend
FTI%:QH moéhnylv  servant
CIE| poz fact
Gﬂﬂ'\’ obur clouds
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Exercise 8
Practice in reading words

st adij bone
SIS adran to mix up
GTIQT-I ogun fire
AEHIY ahankdr  egoist

3N fRger &khith untrue
?ﬂzﬁ\f S ak(tajin fortyone
WVTFTE[ alGgab unwittingly
GTFJGT onguj finger
3™ anzim index finger
SRR anér blindness
SIINE) ashén’ wife

TR aplzyor liar
NSRRI asGvan smiling

JATRSR ayijar softness
GT\TQEF azyuk todays
NI azol not burnt
B aphin opium

s <N adl dog half pounded
ﬁ@'@ﬂ adyul large bone
e s ad zad mutual abuse
SICRL akhtay moreover
PR akor unboiled
G?JEFQH akyum first

Ao alich sour cherry
AT aliban' plough
ITER an(hor unmarried
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T g

ko buth
kabil
kochi
kandarén
kangar
kulinj
kamcha
kanph
khabardari
khoji
khokhar
khinzun
kharin
khotsi bud
khateri
khayi lad
khyuch
khyomut
khosh
khazlr
gyad
godinyuk
golab
ganzrun
gosu

ganth

Exercise 9

Practice in reading words

ugly faced
capable
lane
baker's wife or a lady baker
fire pot
acute colic
a whip
trembling
taking care
a Khoja
hollow

to pluck
she-ass
easily terrified
punishment
rusty
obstruction
eaten
happy

date

bunch

first

rose

to count
anger

kite

www.mkraina.com
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fRIeR8RA  chichraharay

ZN chogu
EE| chak
ey chal
YRR charér
220 chéth
?ﬂgzh'q charlvoy
gfey chétin’
'Es’fi'fR chhangr
Bag chokh
BaHT chhémbun
B chhanér
©XTlg chharah
f@'ﬂﬂ chhiryuv
’5@?-5[ chhatdr'
B’i@? chhantun
ST chhatsrdn
S jug’
SSIR éjir
Sifeg jal

SiH jom

S jul

S jani
ST junphar

Gjﬁ jar'

Sfarar javani

Exercise 10

Practice in reading words

scream
gown
desire
excitemen
idiocity
drunk
quadruped
chutnee
hurry
wound
threshing
emptiness
only

a kind of fish
umbrella
to pick

to whiten
ascetic
hookah
network
Jammu

a bag
goodness
a hut

pair

youth

www.mkraina.com

21



How to read and write Kashmiri in Devanagari ?
M.K.Raina

Exercise 11
Practice in reading words

cid tach a kind of cap
[&S3) tad' rumour
egd téchal spotted

| téng hillock

a‘;f tongl tumour

[l tung a sob

Y tékh a mere drop
%Tzlﬂ?[ tikyul tethering peg
CdIR tongur hand-hoe
<3 tenth self-conceit
I thagil cheating
D) thahrav pause

Bﬁ% thikun stand firmly
S thikand abode

3?:[ theld large bag
I thanday cooling drink
= than' a trap, fraud
dic thinth all property
<ds dod one & a half
gS duada uninvited
ST dang a mace
SR dagin' a witch
E'iﬂ? dangur grain seller
SR déjar looseness
Sddh doki hump-backed

fSHR dimbar the belley
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<ﬁ%£§§%§%§§g§%ﬂ%§£%%

CCE]

g-IR
UG
g
IINE
SlIEH
BIED)

tab'
tabar
tihar
tikyazi
téli
téh
tuhund
tolich
témbar
thaj
thékun
than
thapar
thosilad
thalun
thokal
tharQ
dubi
dob
dabrdn
du-bor
dogan
néchuv
navréh
nayid

nérnay

Exercise 12
Practice in reading words

dependent
axe

apex
because
then

pride, arrogance
yours
defeat
cataract
dish

to boast
butter

slap
wearied

to trim
spitter
tremble
upside down
washerman
to bury
two-doored
twofold

son

new year
barber

decision

www.mkraina.com
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TR

nastur flat nosed

narij conduit

VOV
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Exercise 13
Practice in reading words

g pachhin fowl
qrag parud mercury
‘3|§7-[ pedun to ooze
e pahal shepherd
RICE] pakhich  awing
W polar infirm
qHw pambuchh lotus nut
‘CFT"'IBr phangrd penniless
ECN phahor rough
IR phojér blossoming
PRI phakiri beggary
R phél boil

Cﬁff phind froth

49 bochh hungry
EﬂEF\’ banbalr flurry
G| bé dab ill shaped
CICl| bodig stupidity
CIRIE! bagran to divide
9gA bahydm  twelfth
foard bikhar beggar
PR békor ugly
Hferer machil poverty
Hs muda foolish
‘:|'i§7'f mandun to knead
AEAFGIN méhmandar  hospitality
qrst maj mother
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Exercise 14
Practice in reading words

ET'—S'EW yodivay  although
W yog age of world
Aifchet yikil cross beam
Zi_ﬂq yangur charcoal burner
a4 yan as soon as
RIS yéli when

7R yapor this side
?TW yazman priest’s client
il rachh watch

SS] randd rascal

XTI rajuth king-hood

rakhyus demon

TN

Rfcp—a rikin' slip
Xd

3P

§EN

rald mixed

ruph form

labuar high ground
SIEIN lachari helplessness
KICS! ladan kindly help
AR lédrer yellowness
SSIE laday quarrel
[2EC) lékh indecent abuse
Y vébuth riches
22334 véchhar fatness
odgX vodur belley
Jar vadar iron clamp

NG véglun to melt
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shogu
shégan
shdh' lad
shenkh
shikar
shéchh
shub
shob
shindy
sancha
sadah
sadrivar
sagran
sogu
sakhar
sokol
sO-kath
salab
sonblravun
hist
har(n'
harishuth
hasakh
hét

hat(r

Exercise 15

Practice in reading words

green pigeon
six fold
frost bitten
conch shell
hunter
message
splendour
auspiciousness
destruction
mould
sound
fresh

to sprinkle
cheap

set forth
good time
good son
floods

to collect
part

female deer
joyfulness
rivalry
throat

white leprosy

www.mkraina.com
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Exercise 16
Practice in reading sentences - 1

T TR T4 |

vOli chaklras gatshav

IRITE BT MY F IR |

variyah kal gom 8 praran

I g Apd G |

sharén chha sékul khalyomut

ST NS W 91 3G |
dapan ratlinas gatshi banl asun
e e g1 g Asrgep g ?
yiman gariban chhuna zind( roznuk hakh ?

I gH 51 2 g9 7 e JuH |

basan chhum zi &8 chhay ni yoruk vépan

el 3751 hRd I ~F GIS BT 1oy |

vol(i az karav pran' path' katha batha

Y 151 719 1 i1 org &9 |

dapan raz( gav yi buzith séthah khosh
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Exercise 17
Practice in reading sentences - 2

3121 vl g pig 9 57 9 g WorE a9 |

ath manz chhund kanh shakh zi tsi chhukh séthah tez

qIelT aTeq &t ford Sffhg g @16 3l g o |

vatan vatan vat' tim akis nagas péth ti ati dyGtakh thakh

EIS DR HIBFIAY 3ferd T IR P19 IR |

khéjan kér méhnivis alav ta wuras karanavan lar

T Aol AT §91 Y WaH B |
pan(inis mélis maji hiinz gathi khddmath kardn'
3 PR I BN MY ?
as' kar as' kdahiri gam(t'?

9 G I AP Aol ST IR IS I

bl chhas yath makanas manz dahimis poras péth rozan

& g el 9118 e ToT |
yi chhu kall pagah séalas gatshan.

31T TRy ST ToIR o % B9 SR 9f¥ |

amis asi jan guzar( t(i tavay chhas dayi bétri.
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Exercise 18
Practice in reading sentences - 3

oifeY 31T FoTe dR, T 1Y = 99 |

tati &s séthah birQ, tavay ayi &s' vapas.

IR {9 3 I TISE Hg A |
barsatas manz chhu yéti séthah rud pévan.

e 37T 3e o o g1 o o S g |
parbatas &nd' and' chhi kanén hiinz akh thaz kalay.

eI HISH 3T 37hly SR, 3 3 Y e HA |

tath kuthis s akdy dar, ami os tati gash kam.

A e f5 I 99 TR H |
boni kulis chhi bad' pan( vathir asan.

T Wl G A STHER R A |
ratd mogul chhd manhus janavar yivan manina.
IR 31T AT 5 AR %9 Pedd I S gl oA |
sénis anglinas manz chhi tsor phras kul' td za tald kal'.
g 7% & == Aieg Fa% =g A |
yi gar chhi myani mali nébrd péthl animdts.
91 IR =18 Sl Sig e | A arfier ga i orRg |

ball thangis péth os jandl 1agith. tét vétithly dyut asi thakh.

T 3 2N 8 TR AG 9 F9l R |

gulmargi 0s shinas péth khir travinas badd mazl yivan.

it g g P 1 97 - |

sonth yivandy chhu kulén név pan neran.
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Exercise 19
Practice in reading sentences - 4

PR S A= 71T S | 1Ry afST g0 89 g 3o el Hol e HR |
kashur chhi san' maji zév. asi pazi paniinén sharén sit' ath' zaban' manz kath kardn'.

YRISTE TeT A el 137 § g & I3 IT T JelTor IS 31 febeld |

séthah kal gom sonchan zi bl Iekhd ha paninén rasman ta révajan péth akh kitab.

TR NI Gl 7T T g IS Aegd | et i dis 3mg |

dyar asnd siti gav nd kanh bod mohnyuv. dil gatshi béd asun.

T2J i1TS 9l 9+ 521 hig Alel TR AT Dt I ?

yath dlniyahas manz bani prath kanh chiz magar méj kati bani.

g 9% gH I1e g Afer FifRy Rivfer ey 3/ o T wifes
fRIeR TS 3TY & 1 |

s vakhat chhum yad pévan yéli sanis singli pashas akh akh gaz zechhi
shishar gantu asu lagan.

ST I51e1 B9 g cadhcad g8 Bl |
zithén yazath karun chhd 16katén hdnd pharz.

qige &R T i g HeiR fergwaray g Tig SR

panddvan h(ndi vakht( ti chh(l kdshiri hidustanas sit' samband dsmdit.
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zithén hlinz &hi chhi prath sat( bakar yivan. tih(inz gatshi pazi mand siva kardn'.
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kashiri chhi prath dtham ti khas karith zéthG &tham doh talmuli divay lagan.
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