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FOREWORD

Thechild makes pre-linguistic noises before hefshe utters linguistc sounds as hefshe docs
scribbling before wriling. Though singing is nel speaking as drawing is not writing, it helps
production of linguistic sounds including suprasegmental ones like thythm. Nursery rhymes
come in beiween pre-linguistic babbles and acquisition of language, Practice with nursery
thiymes is a pre-school experience and excercise, and it prepares the child o be resdy for
schooling, The nursery chymes are similar to pre-lileracy skills of drawing o prepare the
child for the schoal. '

While there is growing children’s literature in Indian languages, much attention has not
been paid te nursery rhymes. This gap is often filled by nursery rhymes in English
particularly m urban muddle class homes and this i encowraged i the English mediom
nursery schools, [Eis necessary for a child as part of her so¢ializalion process W eapenence
and 1o learm sounds of her nauve languape. This expertence is the [irst step towards love
for hiswher language,

T counter the influence of the hotly sought English medinm in the nursery and primeary
schoods, 15 s very necessany o provide good nprsery schools m Indian language miedia. This
will be more effective than legal measures. Nursery thymes in Indian languages wall be an
irmportant coanponasnt of such nursery schools.

With (hese ideas in mind, the Instlule prepases nurgery rhymes in vanous Indian
languages including wibal longuages through workshops in which creative writers and
tesichers of language and linguists paticipate. They have found it rewaarnding expericnce as
we have. Witk zreat enthusiasm and devolion and concenn for the child and for the language,
they created hierally hundreds of thymes in these workshops, The entive collection will
SCIVe a5 & fepertolre or resource book for the teachess and parents wo draw from. ¥We also
eapect tat short selecied books of thymes with attractive visuals could be brow ' oul o be
placed in the hands of the children themselves, We a5 hope that asdic casssites will be
preparsd o accompany the printed book.

W will be happy if these rhymes are sung in homes, in schools and in the sireets. This
will be a significant step for planting Indian languages in the young minds for thems 1 grow,

A .-_-uul \ J‘.P'
MYSORE ( FRANCIS EKKA)
FEBRUARY 5, 1996 DIRECTOR
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Part - 1

Devanagari Text

M.K.Raina

Aim of this exercise is to popularise this
valuable document and to reach it to those
who can not read Nastaliq.
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